attended Dy a numoer or senators or nign ranK, and, besides the statue, the title of clarissimus had been voted him. But Rome regarded his conversion with little favour, and he had to retire from the schools. The parallel was close enough to make a deep impression on Augustine. The internal struggle deepened. ' I was pressed down with the burden of the world, as happens at times in sleep; and the thoughts which I directed to Thee were like unto the efforts of those who would awake, yet sink back into the deep sleep they have broken/
But one day he and Alypius had a visit from a fellow-countryman in the imperial service. In front of Augustine, as they sat to converse, was a book lying on a gaming table. Pontitianus opened it, and did not disguise his astonishment on finding that it was a copy of the Scriptures. Augustine told him he was ' earnestly bent on the study of that book.' Thus the conversation took a religious turn, and Pontitianus, being a devout Christian of long standing, told them the story of Antony and the monks of the African desert.nede best known page in world to it. Head never seen before.rks great thoughtsPhasdrus, Republic, and Gorgias;
